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WHAT IS A SHORT-TERM VACATION RENTAL?
A Short-Term Vacation Rental is any dwelling unit or group of dwelling units in a 
condominium or apartment that is leased or rented for a period of six (6) months or less.

WHO DOES THE SHORT-TERM VACATION RENTAL ORDINANCE APPLY TO?
The Short-Term Vacation Rental Ordinance applies to anyone who rents a dwelling unit  
in a condominium or apartment of six (6) months or less.

DO YOU NEED A LICENSE FROM THE CITY OF SUNNY ISLES BEACH TO OPERATE 
A SHORT-TERM VACATION RENTAL?
Yes, you will need to obtain a Short-Term Vacation Rental License and Local Business  
Tax Receipt from the City.

WHERE DO I GO TO OBTAIN THE SHORT-TERM VACATION RENTAL LICENSE AND LOCAL 
BUSINESS TAX RECEIPT FROM THE CITY OF SUNNY ISLES BEACH?
Visit sibfl.net/short-term-rentals to apply for your Short-Term Vacation Rental License.

IF I AM NOT THE OWNER OF MY UNIT, CAN I PERFORM SHORT-TERM VACATION RENTALS?
No, the secondary subletting of vacation rentals is not allowed per section 217-24(C).

DO I NEED A LICENSE FROM MIAMI-DADE COUNTY AND OTHER GOVERNMENTAL 
AGENCIES TO OPERATE A SHORT-TERM VACATION RENTAL IN THE CITY?
Yes, an owner or responsible party for a Short-Term Vacation Rental must have the following licenses:
•	 Proof of DBPR Transient Public Lodging Establishment License
•	 Current & active Certificate of Registration with Florida Department of Revenue
•	 Current & active Certificate of Registration with Miami-Dade County Tax Collector  

for the purpose of collecting and remitting tourist convention development taxes.
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Frequently Asked Questions

WHAT ARE MY RESPONSIBILITIES AS A SHORT-TERM VACATION RENTAL OWNER 
OR RESPONSIBLE PARTY?
The owner or responsible party must be in compliance with the City’s Short-Term Vacation 
Rental Ordinance. This includes obtaining all the required licenses, paying the required 
taxes and fees, ensuring guests are in compliance with the City’s noise ordinance  
and local laws, and notifying the City of changes to local contact information.



HOW OFTEN CAN I RENT MY SHORT-TERM VACATION RENTAL UNIT?

The City’s Short-Term Vacation Rental Ordinance for condominiums and apartments  
does not restrict how often a unit may be rented. However, your condominium documents  
and lease agreement may impose restrictions on how often you may rent and the minimum 
duration of a rental.

CAN I DESIGNATE ANOTHER PERSON TO BE RESPONSIBLE FOR MY SHORT-TERM 
VACATION RENTAL UNIT?
Yes, a unit owner can designate an individual as the Responsible Party for the dwelling unit. 
The Responsible Party, like the owner must be available 24 hours a day and 7 days a week 
to address any problems with the unit.

CAN I OPERATE A SHORT-TERM VACATION RENTAL UNIT WITHOUT THE CONSENT OF 
MY CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIATION?

No, you are required to obtain written consent from the condominium association or copy 
of the by-laws of the condominium.

HOW MANY PERSONS CAN OCCUPY A DWELLING UNIT?
A maximum of two persons per bedroom and two additional persons per property and not 
to exceed 12. However, a condominium association may impose more restrictive occupancy 
restrictions than the City.
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WHAT DOCUMENTATION DO I NEED TO SUBMIT TO OBTAIN A NEW SHORT-TERM 
VACATION RENTAL LICENSE WITH THE CITY?

•	 Completed application, notarized, signed by property owner and/or responsible party
•	 Proof of DBPR Transient Public Lodging Establishment License
•	 Current and active certificate of Registration with Florida Department of Revenue
•	 Current and active Certificate of Registration with Miami-Dade County Tax Collector
•	 Copy of Liability Insurance Copy of Rental Agreement List of platforms and listing entities  

(i.e. Airbnb, VRBO, craigslist, etc.)
•	 Sketch of emergency exit and parking spaces assigned to units
•	 Proof of smoke and carbon detector and fire extinguisher installed in each rental unit
•	 Consent letter from Condominium Association or Copy of the by-laws of the Condominium

WHAT IS THE COST FOR A NEW SHORT-TERM VACATION RENTAL LICENSE AND LOCAL 
BUSINESS TAX RECEIPT FROM THE CITY?
A new Short-Term Vacation Rental License is $300 and $110 for a Local Business Tax Receipt 
($10 application fee).

CAN THE CITY REVOKE OR SUSPEND A SHORT-TERM VACATION RENTAL LICENSE?

Yes, the City can revoke or suspend a Short-Term Vacation Rental License for failure to 
comply with the requirements of the Short-Term Vacation Rental Ordinance.
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WHAT ARE THE PENALTIES FOR FAILING TO COMPLY WITH THE SHORT-TERM VACATION 
RENTAL ORDINANCE?
A unit owner can be fined up to $1,000 for first violation, $2,500 for second violation,  
and for a third violation, suspension of the Short-Term Vacation Rental License up to a year.

WILL THE CITY CONDUCT AN INSPECTION OF THE DWELLING UNIT UNDER
 THE SHORT-TERM VACATION RENTAL LICENSE?

Inspection of the property is not required unless the City has determined that a violation
has occurred or a basis to inspect under the Short-Term Vacation Rental Ordinance.


